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FIRE DEPARTMENT REFORM.

PROMOTIONS ARE TO BE MADE SOLELY
FOR MERIT AND FAITHFUL SERVICE.

PRESIDENT LA GRANGE TELLE oF THE WORK
DONE TO RID THE FORCE OF DEMORAL-
IZING  INFLUENCES.

Reform has been the order of the day in the Fir
pepartment since Fire Commissioners Oscar He
La Grange, James R. Sheffleld and Austin E, Ford
pave been in control at the headquarters 1r; East
gixty-seventh-st.  They found the Department in
a state nearly approaching demoralization on ac-
eount of the fact that Tammany Comml;alnneu
pad boen promoting relatives and politieal favor-
jtes to high poeitions in the Department, fillin
sacancles in the bureaus and repair slmpa. by thE
appointment of incompetent men who were Tam.
many workers, and giviug every fireman In the
gervice to understand that Tammany “pull" was
worin more than herolc conduct, long service or
faithful performance of duty, As a natural re-
sult of such Tammany misrule in the Department
many of the firemen spent too much time In qu:
gor stores looking for political influence of the
Tammany sort. Some of them became drunkards

GENERAL 0. H* LA GRANGE.

and some got so deeply in debt that they have not
been able to meet the judgments against them.
Fighting and insubordination in the engine-
houses became #£0 common as to cause remark.

The new Commissioners have not attempted to
degrade or to drive from the Department any of
the men who were promoted for political reasons,
but they have declared that every officer of the
liepartment must show himself worthy of his
place, and they have made the firemen understand
that hereafter political influence will count for
nothing. and tha. all promotione will he made
solely on account of merit and long and falthful
A reparter of The Tribune who went to
Fire Headquarters vesterday found President La
Grange hard at work in his office, and heard him
deliver a stinging lecture to a fireman who had
hean summoned to explain why he had falled to
pay & just debt. The fireman hung his head, and
acknowledged that he had done wrong. He prom-
{sed to pay the debt. Then General La Grange
spoka encouragingly to the man.

KINDLY ADVICE TO A FIREMAN.

“You ought to be a good fireman,” he sald, kind-
ly. “You are young, and you look ke an athlete,
1 belleve that vou would show yourself to be a
brave man in 4 place of danger. You get a good
salary, and you are unmarried. There is no rea-
son why you should disgrace your uniform by
running Into debt, Get out of debt as soon as you
can. Get Into a position where you can hold up
your head and be & good fireman.”

There were tears in the eyes of the fireman as
he thanked the president and withdrew. Taking
advantage of a pause in Genernl La Grange's
work, the reporter asked him If such scenes were
eommon, and he replied:

“THe Commissioners have been greatly har-
assed by claims for small bills agalnst a small
number of firemen, who appear to have taken ad-
vantage of thelr uniform to obtain credit, and
then refuse payment for necessarles to cltizens
who have trusted them, and who pay taxes out of
which the firemen's compensation {s recelved.
It i1s believed by the Commissioners that with
proper effort such a spirit can be infused Into
the carps that no claim against any fireman will
be presented to the Hoard because of non-payment
af such clalms, and that the few men in the force
who show an inclination to dishonesty will be
prevented from reflecting upon the character of
the entire force. the members of which are prob-
ably more serupulous in the payment of thelr
Aebts than any, other similar number of good citi-
2ens.""

“What was the first reform work of the present
Fire Board?" the reporter asked.

REMOVALS OF INCOMPETENT MEN.

“The first work,” General La Grange replied,
“was to discharge about twenty-five men from
the repair shops who were carried as skilied
laharers of various trades, but who had never
learned any trade, and were a hindrance rather
than a help to the work of the shops. These
men were replaced by skilled mechanics, care-
fully examined by the Commissioners as to their
qualifications, and selected from 300 applicants,
The resuit has been to nearly double the amount
of work done in the repalr shops over that done
previous to the change."”

“Were not the next changes made in the Bu-
reay of Combustibles?”

“Yes. The Commissioners removed the in-
spoctor of combustibles and a number of sur-
veyors who worked under him upon evidence
tha: some of those surveyors, for a number of
years, had been in the habit of collecting. in ad-
dition to the fee paid to the eity for the privilege
of selling fireworks and for blasting permits,
fums varying from 86 to $40 from each vender or
man holding & permit to blast. It was belleved
tha: tals blackmalling, which bad been carried
on #0 long and had become a system, could only
be broken up by dismissing “he force in the bu-
reau, with one or two exceptions, although no
eharge of blackmalling was brought aAgainst sev-
eral of the men who were relleved. One of these
mirvevors is now under bail, and a warrant Is
out for the arrest of & second, and the probabllity
Is that other arrests will be made. It I8 believed
that the Bureau of Combustibles is now con-
durted with absolute honesty, and the {ncreased
Income gives evidence that it is efficlently ad-
ministered.”

“What was the next matter of impo
tlaimed the attention ot the Commissioners?”

THE LEGISLATIVE SCANDAL.

“It was the fact that oficers of the Fire De-
Partment had been in the habit of EOINE to the
Legicluture to make representations intended to
- Prevent the passage of a Jaw continuing the pay-
ment of the 2 per cent tax upon forelgn Insur-
Faace corporations doing business In New-York
10 the Exempt Firemen's Benevolent Fund after
January 17, 1897, This fund, amounting now to
About $120,000 a year, is claimed by the reguiar
! 1 1o belong properly to thelr pension fund
WBn the expiration of the statute granting It
WBtil the period named to the fund of the exempt
Bremen. The neglect of the Commissioners to take
- of this matter before the Legislature ied 10
“the formation of an officers’ association, with some
 benevoiany features, but with the ostensible nu;

of preventing an extenston of the perl
which this fund should be/paid to the
Complaints were made by legislatort
™ these fire-nouse lawyers soliciting their -
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rtance that

fluence and representing the number of votes
that they and their allied assoclations could con-
trol in the several districts. These delegations
from the officers’ soclety took occaslon during
the lnst session of the Leul-lature' to make rep-
resentations and use influence with the members
of the Legislature for an Increase of pay of the
officers of the Department, who are now the best
paid officers In any fire departiment In the world,
Upon being advised of this movement, Chief
Bonner, with his usual sagacity, withdrew from
the Officers’ Assoclation

“The attempt to fasten the amendment increas-
Ing the officers’ pay upon the bill which increased
the pay of the firemen, to equalize |t with the pay
of policemen, led to much hard feeling on the part
of the men toward the officers, to mutual recrimi-
nations, and to the seandal which grew out of the
Legislative inquiry on that subject. (On one occa-
sion, when the Commissionera had sent the attor-
ney of the Department to Albany to appose the
amendment inereasing the officers’ pay before the
committee having that amendment in charge, of-
ficers who were ostensibly there to prevent legis-
latlon on the 2 per cent fund appeared before the
committee and took ground in favar of the ofi-
cers’ amendment, and in direct oppaosition to the
attorney representing the Board of Fire Com-
missioners. The . present Commissioners felt it
their duty to prevent, if possible, such scandals in
the future by undertaking to make all necessary
representations to the Legislature in regard to
the 2 per cent fund, and further adopted a resolu-
tion on that subject.”

General La Grange asked Colonel Jussen, the
secretary of the Fire Board, to get a copy of the
resclution, which s as followe:

Whereas, Tt 1 the duty and right of this Hoard to
take cognizance of and be fully infarmed on all mat-
ters affecting the Interests, good name, discipline
and organization of this Department]

Resolved, That no uniformel ofticer or fireman of
any grade, or ununiformed employe of this Liepart-
ment, will hereafter seek to¢ promote or in _any
manner to interfere with any bill or measire affect-
ing this Department which muy be before any legis-
lative or municipal body, without having first sub-
mitted his proposed action to thls Bomrd and re-
celved notlee of its approval or disapproval,
CHANGES IN THE FIRE MARSHAL'S RUUREAU.

Asked ahout the recent changes in the Fire
Marshal's Bureau, General La Grange sald: “As
to the change In the Department of the Fire Mar-
sghal, the facts are before the public. The Board
intends, as soon as the new Marshal shall submit
his plan, to make a complete and thorough reor-
ganizatlon of that bureau, with the hope that
while individual cases of incendiary fires cannot
be prevented, organized bands of incendiaties will
not be permitted to exist and ply thelr trade in
the clty of New-York."

"Have changes In the clerical force of the De-
partment been made?”

“A number of useless positions have heen abol-
ished, and the work consolldated under more
efficlent employes, and, if permitted by the Board
of Estimate and Apportlonment and the Civil Ser-
vice Commission, it I8 the purpose of the Board to
continue this work, belleving that a considerable
sum now pald In wages may be saved to the city
by abolishing useless positions and placing more
oﬂ]rient men to do the work of the Department.”

Have the present Fire Commissioners been
harmonious in their work thus far?”

“On all important matters the present Commis-
sioners have voted together, and there has been
no lack of harmony in their action or their efforts
1o mike necessary reforms.” -

“I= political pull now recognized In the Fire
Department 7

NO POLITICAL PULL I8 RECOGNIZED.

“It I8 the purpuse of the Fire Board to dis-
countenance all combinations of firemen for
political purposes of any kind whatever, leav-
ing each Individual in the force entirely free to
act upon his own convictions as a citlzen, and
it is believed that by relieving them of the
duty which they thought fell upon them to
look after this 2 per cent fund all attempts at
undue political influence by combination on the
part of the firemen can be overcome. The
Board, in selecting firemen, looks only to the
mental, moral and physical fitness of the appli-
cant, and no question of politics is raised re-
garding any one seeking admission to the uni-
formed force.

“Promotions are made wholly upon the ree-
ord and merit of the applicant, and no Com-
missfoner inguires or knows the politics of any
applicant for promotion. He gains promotion
by his record and his fitness to do efliclent
gervice in the Department. 8o, in the repalr
shops, there 18 no question of pollitics whatever,
The only question s the fitness and capacity
of the man to esnrn the wages paid 1o him by
the elty. In the clerleal foree and the bureaus,
certainly two appointments of Democrats have
heen recently made to Imporiant positions, the
applicants baving been chosen solely for thelr
fitness  and qualifications for the pogitions
named. It Is the purpose of the present Hoard
to climinate entirely during thelr administra-
tion the influence of ‘pulls’ and politics in the
gelection of firemen, and the selection and pro-
motion of officers of the Department. They
have no hope of being able to right wrongs
which have already been done, and In these
respects they will make no such attempt, for
fear of falling Into the same error in the op-
posite direction.”

ILL-FBELING CAUSED DEMORALIZATION,

“Has there been much demoralization In the

Department 7"

“There was considerable demoralization In
the uniformed foree, growing out of the ill-
feeling aroused among the firemen by the at-
tempt to fasten the amendment increasing the
officers’ pay upon the firemen's bill after It
passed the Housc anid was before the Benate,
but that has gradually disappeared, and the
evil effects of that unfortunate attempt, It Is
hopad, will soon be forgotten by both the offi-
cers and the men. The restoration of cordinl
relations between the men and the officers s
evidenced by the diminishing number of trials
of firemen for petty offences.  The Commis-
gloners belleve that a good captain and a good
lieutenant ought to be able to control ten men,
and to so influence them as not to fAind it neces-
gAry, except upon extreme occastons, to bring
them before the Board for trial for Infractions
of the regulations or for conduct unbecoming

firemen."'’

THE BEST DEPARTMENT IN AMERICA.

“What can you say of the firemen as & hody

“Phe force generally s made of men admirably
qualified for the performance of thelr dutles,
Among our M5 firemen and engineers, there are
probably not more than 40 who are not a
eredit to the force; and of the 202 officers, 90 per
cent are excellent men; and it i safe to say that
their superiors, for a Fire Department, cannot be
found in any clty in America, The evil Influence
of the few unworthy men and officers has an un-
tavorable effect on the entire force, and greatly
tends to lower jt in public estimation. It is the
purpose of the Commissioners 1o bring such pres-
gure upon the undesirable element as will effect a
decided change, or, when Necessary, upon proper
orension, to relieve the force of these unwnripy
members and fill thelr places with fit material’

“Di» the officers of the Department appear to be
willing and ready to ald in reform work?""

“Phe great body of officers are excesdingly anx-
fous, by their example and thelr influence, to Taise
the morale of the force to the highest possible
point; and In everything tending In this direction
the Commissioners have the hearty co-operation
of nearly all the officers of the uniformed force,
In the work of fighting fires, it Is belleved, upon
inquiry and information, that the department of
New-York has no superior in this country.”

CIVIL SERVICE AN AID,

“1s the Civil Serviee a help or a hindrance to the
Fire Commissioners in the work of reforming the
foree ™

“The Civil Service rules affect the service of the
Department favorably, by bringing in a better
class of men than would be employed If 1t were
not for the examinations, The Department has
jts own examinatlons tn addition to those of the
Civll Service Board, so that the men are very
carefully selected hefore they are put on the forie.
Incompetent men cannot he forced into the De-
partment by political or any other influence. The
examiners have the right to refect any unfit or
unworthy person.”

LOCAL BUSINESS TROURLES

Judge O'Brien, of the Supreme Court, yesterday
appointed Rollin M. Morgan ancillary recelver of
the property In this State of the Eastern Rubber
Manufacturing Company of Trenton, N. J., on the
applicaticn of Edward H. Alcott. & ersilitor. The
stock of the New-York office, at No. W Chambers-
st., has been seized by the Bheriff on several attach-
ments, The pelition stated that the lablities are

$2:0.081, and momindl assets $382642, but he actual

assets will show a large depreclation.
Frederic M. Hall, wholesale lguor-deaier,

% Front-st, made an asslgnment yesterday 10

at No.

Frederick Jacobl, Mr. Hall's trade, it I8 said, was
chiefly with jobbers and druggists in .\'Pw-F:nK.lﬂ:l’;
wil

Attorneys for the assignee said that the failure
caused by bad collections. ¢ Loys
The schedules of Amos M. Lyon, importer of tA¥e
and fireworks, at No. 2 Park Place, show Habilit
$£520%, nominnl assets 2360, actual assets &0
Deputy-8heriff Whoriskey vesterday 1ok “h“r.‘t
of the places of husiness of Nathan Mirhaels at
No. 1.1&PBron-!wn)~ and No. 17 Park Row, on ihre
executions ag ting N5MT. The Broadway jace
Is called the Oriental UCigar Store and Caré.

ANOTHER DR. DRURY CASE.

A BROOKLYN DRUG CLERK BOUND,

BEATEN, CHLOROFORMED AND ROBBED.

TWO FARLY MORNING CALLERS AT L F. WIN-

DOLPH'S ETORE BEAT HERBERT

MCONNELL INTO INSENSIBILITY, TAKE
MONEY THEY CAN
FIND AND  ESCAVE

“The Brooklyn police have another Drurs CA%e
If the victim tells the truth the perpetrators are
the same men who lured the physiclan to No. 6
Nevins-st., two weeks ago, and bound, gugged and

robbed him.

DRUG

ALL THE

and

The alleged robbery took place early yosterday
morning in the drug store of J. Fred Windolph, at
Herbert

No. 664 State-st, corner of Flatbush-ave.
MeConnell, nineteen years old, is the reguin
olerk, and sleeps in the rear of the store.

He says that about 3 o'clock vesterday rnnrnlnz_h"
was awakened by the electric call bell, and on golng
to the door found a tall man with a dark mustache,
who sald he had been attacked with colte, and
wanted brandy and paregoric. MeConnell prepared
the dose and handed It to the caller.

“(Can you change a five-dollar Bl
man, handing him the maney.

] guess s0,” smld McConnell, and tnrned to the
cash-drawer. Just then another man enterel the
store,

“Jack,” sald he hurriedly to the alleged colle vie-
tim, “that place is not open.””

“wNever mind,” was the answer,
and then, suddenly turning to t
“That was a twenty=dollar bill 1 gav

McConnell was surprised at this, an
to look over the bills In the cash-drawer, He was
about to expostulute with the tall man, when he
looked up and found the muzzle of & revolver in his
face. He ducked behind the counter, he says, and,
picking up an leepick used in connection with the
goda-water fountsin, hurled 1t at the tall man hold-
ing the revolver. That was the last he could re-
member. The men jumped on him, be sald, snd
hammered him into insenwibility, the taller man 1=
ing the butt of his revolver, When he regained rn"-n-_
sclousness he was Iying on the floor back of the
prescription counter, bound hand and fool, and with
& cloth over his face that was foul with chloro-
form,

He rolled over and finally struggled 1o his fest.
Feeling a burning thirst he went to the sink, where
a pitcher usually catches the drippings from the
taucet, and drank from the top of the pitcher. All
this time he was trying (o wrench his hands loose,
but could not, and immedintely after drinking he
fell again Into unconsclonsness,

At 70 o’clock the lceman rang t
walted for admittance as wsual, Thers was no
response, and he rang agaln and agaln lI--‘vms
about to turn away when ae heard a faint call for
help from MeConnell  The leeman, knowing where
Mr, Windolph, the proprietor, lives, ran around
into Pacifie-at. and told him that something was the
matter with Me(onnell, as he eculdn't get into the

r night

= asked the

oehie place 8.7
he clerk, said:
e you"

4 stepped back

he store bell and

P 7 p he out-

store, but could see the clerk's feet from t
t MeConnell must be on the fluor
e, e o htir. \.\'mdolph hurried to  the

of the 1Mﬂﬂ‘..1 g

and found o
;‘u:”:an soor inside and found things in a disomlered
condition. Hurrying around to the back of th-»lpre-
acription counter he found Meonneil unconscious
on the floor and pound hand and foot, _1!<- cut rT_»
corda and worked over him untll he was partially

to consclousness

Nﬂ:{";‘iﬂl?ll'n nose was cut and his eyes and fore.
head wers black and blue where he had I’m‘ndh!:
with a blunt instrument. 1e wa= too much dazed to
tell a connected story at once of the assault and
robbery, but Mr. Windolph learned It all in & short

time.
All the surroundings= in 1

Using his duplieate key

he store tended to mrlrcb-
orate McConnell's story. The leeplck was found on
t}w l‘l-m:: n.n-k thers was a place sgainst the shelves
where it had struck and ‘)ruk"‘l’n a bottle. On the
counter Was an open chloroform hottie and Me-
Connell’'s handkerchief still had the odor of the
MeConnell’s front door key was found out-
the store under the window, where it had ap-
hbers a2 they were

eaving the place.

A physiclan and the police were sent for. The
Adactor said MeConnell would be il right in n few
hours, save for the [u:inrul bru ses, He 18 a stocky,
well-bullt young feilow and says that save for a
hlow at the beginning of the combat that lald him
out, he wouid have made It interesting for his
nesailants,

The cash drawer was emply, As was also a cigar-
hox which contalned $101 the night before. he
cigar-box was aiways kept in the cash drawer and
usually held small change. Inipector Mackellar has
put all of his avallable men on the case. Me( onnell
went to Bath Beach to spand the day with friends,
Hiw story s believed by the police, and s reputa-
tion 1 good. Mr. Windolph says that he entersd his
employ only a few weeks ago, coming well recom-

mended from another drug store iti the city.
-

STARTED IN THE STORM.

drug

slde
arently been tossed by the ro

THE ST. LOUIS WAS GREETED WITH PEALS OF
THUNDER AS SHE LEFT HER PIER—
CROWDS EER HER OFF.

The big American line steamship St Lous looked
like same huge live monster of the deep &as she
headsd her nose for Europe yesterday amid a thun-
derous accompaniment of storm and tempest She
wits hardly clear of her pler at 11 o'clock before the
storm broke, and she disappeared down the river
wrapped In sheets of rain that hid her entirely from
view, save for the frequent flushes of Nghtning
that showed friend to friend, and her last greetings
were thunderous saivos of heaven's artillery, while
the steamship's hoarse whistle ndded to the racket.
Soldom has such & crowd bid goodby to n vessel
as that which crowded the American Line pler yes
terday. The winter rate on that line has just gone
into effect, and the reduction was large enough to
Induee many to walt for the 8t. lLouis, which car-
rled about three hundred cabin passengers. The
crowds jammed both pler and vessel untll the com-
mand “All ashore!” was given, and then all thoss
who were left behind massed on the plerhead to
wave farewells, When the storm broke there was
a stampede for shelter, but many did not get away
without a drenching, and even those on the St
Lows, who by the lightning fashes could still be
seen  waving handkerchlefs, looked bedraggled.
Numbers of flowers were sent to departing friends,
and the saloon of the steamship resembled a flower-
garden, Owing to the crush the ship did not get

away untli fifteen minutes ufter salling time.

For the first time the Bt Louls will go eastward
over the northerly course, which Is about ninely
knots shorter than the southerly lane. 8he has not
been drydocked sinee her launching, but on her ar-
rival un the other side she will be overhauled and
her bottom cleaned and painted. Owing, it Is
thought, to some trouble with the Southumpton
dock, the St Louls may be docked at Tlibury.
Prominent among the departing passengers were
Commander R. B, Bradford and Lieutenant R, T.
Mulligan, who, together with Commander Ferna.d,
who i now in Europe, have been appointed a com-

misslon to test the St Louls’s capacities as an
auxillary cruiser. As has already been published in
The Tribune, the St. Louls, after being drydocked,
will be taken by the Comminslon outside of South-
ampton and speeded for 100 knots. To become an
puxiliary cruiser the liner will have to travel 2
kpots an hour for four consecutive hours. It has
peen decided to enlarge the vessel's funnels. which
i1 1= thought will Inerease her spesd, bur this whl
probably be postponed until after the test
The St Louls presented & beautlful sight as she
went down the harbor, by that time the sun had
again burst forth, und her decks were crowded with
men and women who were ready to wave a salute
to .-vm-bn-lr\' and everything in sight. The Ht. Louls
carried ¥4 first-class, 109 second-class and 352 steer-
P PABBEREETS.
he Teutonic, of the White Star Line, and the
Friesland, of the Bed Star Line, also carried a large
number of DASsCNERTS.

-
SLEPT WHILE HIS WIFE WA8 RORRED.

Providence, Aug. 7—Two masked burglars at an
early hour this morning entered the house of Simon
Warren, No. 2 Joslin-st,, and at the point of pevol-
vers followsd Mrs, Warren about the house, fore-
Ing her to glve up her pocksthook contalning money.
‘I'ney stole her hushand’'s watch from a burean.
They told the woman that they would kil her if
she made any outery, Her nusband did not awake
untll he was aroused. Meanwhile his wife had un-
locked two .d(m!‘l to allow the burglars to depart.
Detective Cannon has arrested 1wo men on sus-
ﬂnlnn but it 18 belleved that Mrs, Warren caunot

ﬂulhr them.

BARNES'S SNAP PRIMARIES.

OFFENSIVE METHODS, OIE" A PETTY BOSS
TO RETAIN POWER.

M. PLATT'S ALBANY M-
TATOR OF DAVID 1

DELEGATION

LIEUTENANT A8 AN

HILI—A CONTESTING
TO BARATOGA MAY HE
FHOM THE

'PROM A STAFF CORRESPONDENT OF THF TRIRUNE.]

Albany, Aug. T.—Albany County, with Its end-
less higtory of partisan and factional Jdiscords,
bas had for years a repotation for political rest-
lessness and turbulence almost unique in the an-
nals of the State. Exposed necessarily to the
pitfalls and temptations of an overabundant
loeal patronage, concentrated at the seat of the
State Government, political life here has had an
abnormal development on [t purely mercenary
elde. The spirlt of factlonnlism hag been simi-
Iurly nurtuved to an artificlal Intensity, and po-
‘tieal activities of all sorts have been matrked by
a surprising degree of truculence and chleansery.
In party management, both Republiean and
Democratie, the use of violent and arbitrary
methods has been the rule rather than the ex-
ception, and factlonal feuds, which virtually cut
both organizations in two, have for yvears at a
time banished even the semblance of party disel-
pline or party harmony.

With the continued triumphs (n State polities
af the Hil-Murphy-Tammany machine, fraudu-
lent election practices began to creep Into vogue
hére to add to the general demoralization, until

SENT CAPITAL

JIR.

BARNES,
in 1881 David B, HIl, the master corruptionist of

WILLIAM

the Democratic ring, abandoning his Elmira
home and casting about for a new residence and
a new fleld of local activity, could find no soil
half s congenial or 80 well adapted as= this to
the revival of those pecullar political practices
which he had long ago made Infamous, even in
Chemung. Mr, HIl's entry into the local politi-
cal arena was quickly followed by the disruption
and downfall of the offenslve and arrogant Dem-
ocratic machine, dominated by his old antag-
onlst, Judge Herrick, and the disintegration of
the once powerful Albany Democracy Into two
impotent, though hostile, minority factions.

TRICKERY THAT DISRUPTED THE PARTY.

Had similar divisions on the Republican side not
exlsted for some vears back, the simiiarly disrup-
tive leadership of Mr, Platt, through his chogen
lieutenant here, Willlam Barnes, would have
precipitated them with equal celerity. Under so
prefosterous a local manager, painfully incapable
and zealously though unintelligently devoted to
the methods and theories of the Hill-Platt school
of polities, no genuinely united or effective Re-
publican organization In this county has been
possible, Up to date, Indeed, there has been lit-
tle to distinguish the methods and practices of
the local Republiean machine from those of the
dlgeredited  Heerick Democeracy, or the rival
minority factlion led by Senator HIll. Bluster,
vintence and trickery have been the earmarks of
Mr. Barnes's polley, and it is not in the least
surprising to find the most Intelligent and pro-
gressive elements in the party now openly chal-
lenging a recent flagrant usurpation of party
authority by Mr. Barnes, and indignantly repu-
diating the shabby plece of sharp practice hy
which, through “snap” cauruses held July 25,
the local “boss” has foreatalled all anti-machine
opposition and elected an ostensibly “regular”
Platt-Barnes delegation to the State convens
tion which Is to mest at Saratoga on Septems-
ber 1T,

The “snap” primary electlons of July 25, the
valldity of which Is to be contested by the loecal
anti-machine forses, were a piece of political
trickery highly creditable to Mr. Barnes's genlus,
and throw a flood of light on the political ldeals
which he has steadily set before him. 1 have
no prineiples; I simply take orders,” 18 said to be
the motto which Mr, Barnes has chosen to fi-
luminate his polltieal progress, and the states-
man, next to Mr. Platt, In whose footsteps he
seeks to follow most closely Is understood to be
{he senior United States Senator from New-York,
the Napoleonle contriver and patentee of the lll-
fated “Midwinter Convention® of February, 1892,
THE REVOLT AGAINBT PLATT'S AGENT.

Mr, Barnes has been for several years the rep-
resentative of thig county and Congress district
on the Republican State Commiftes, and has in all
that time been accepted as the exclusive, author-
fzed local sgent of Mr. Platt's personal machine,
This open delegation of authority and responsibil-
Ity had naturally tortified Mr, Barnes In the opin-
jon that his dlctatorship in party affairs would
not he serfously disputed within the lines of the
Republican organization here To hls great sur-
prise, last fall, when the primary electlons for
delegates to the 8tate Conventlon were econcluded,
Mr. Barnes found himself threatened with deposi-
tlon from leadership in this distriet through the
loss of his place on the new State Committee,
Three of the tour Assembly districts of the county
had been carried by the element in the party op-
posed to Mr. Platt’s methods and policy, and
sarnes’s overthrow at the State Conventlon
seemed Inevitable, Beaten at home, the youthful
Committeeman turned to Mr. Platt for assistance,
and that veteran and not highly serupulous cam-
palgner soon found @ characteristic way out of
the diffieulty. By his Instructions Mr. Barnes
trumped up a ground of contest against the dele-
gates chosen in one of the Assembly districts car-
ried by the opposition, and sent a rival Barnes
delegation to Sarato) The Committer on Cre-
dentials, packed by’ Mr. Platt and hia friends,
then made short shrift of the legally elected dele-
gates and seated the contestants, This arbitrary
and offensive abuse of power enabled Mr. Barnes
to divide the county delegation of twenty-two
with his opponents, and thus to prevent the
cholee of any Committeeman, The vacancy re-
sulting was left to be filled by the committes it-
gelf, and Mr. Harnes was subsequentiy relnstalled
as waort of “hold-over.”

FOLLOW HILL'S FOOTSTEPS

This year, to avold similar perila to hls own
candidacy as well as to prevent the possible loss
of a portlon of the county's vote to Mr. Phitt,
Mr, Harpes and the “regula:” leaders here re-
solved to follow Mr. HI's temporarily successful
but uitimately disastrous tactios of 1892 and cateh
the opposition napping. Suddenly, in the dead of
summer, A preconcerted agitation was started,
nominally in the interest of John Palmer's candl-
dacy for renomination as Secretary of State, but
really as a cloak to hide the motives of Barnes
and his followers in precipitating a midsummer
convention, A mesting was held, at which some
speeches commending Mr. Palmer's candidacy
were sprung upon a somewhat perplexed audi-
ence. Resolutions werc also pussed requesting

the Albany County delegation, when chosen, to
support Mr. Palmer at Saratoga. Two or three
days later. the meaning of the Palmer agitation
became apparent. The County Committee assem-
bled, and at once resalved that in view of the ex-
treme urgency of Mr. Palmer's eanvaas it would
be desirable ta aid bim by choosing delegates who
should declare thelr lovalty to him ns soan as pos-
sible. Primaries were ordered to be held on the
second day thereafter, July 23, at the very height
of midsummer dulness gnd nearly a week in ad-
vanee even of the mesting of the State Committes
which was to call the copvention and apportion
the representation unit by counties,
SNAP CAUCUSES SPRI'NG.

The primary elections of 189 had been heid In
the fatter part of August, on notice ample
enough to bring out the vote of both the Barnes
aml antl-Barnes elements In the organlization.
This year the anti-m.chine Hepublicans were
taken completely unawares and had but two days
at the most in which to prepare for a contest,
The Barnes forces ware, of course, warned (n ad-
vanee and able to muster thelr full strength in
the caucuses, As a matter of course, they ear-
ried the day, and the Assembly district con-
ventions. which have slnee met, completad the
Barnes programme by cheosing a solld Platt del-
egation to go to Saratoga.

The complete charncter of the ambuscade set
by the “regular’ organization may be judged
from the fact that the great majority of the del-
egates acting In the varlous ennventions, some
doing double or triple duty, were almost un-
known locally, even as the political mercenaries
of Mr. Platt's blustering lleutepant. As 4 prom-
inent local Republican, who heartlly condemns
Mr. Barnes's succesaful effort to take “spap’
Judgment at the primaries, =ald the other day:
“1 was a delegate to the last State Convention
at Saratogin. | have been active In party affalrs
for many vears and have been a delegate in all
gorts of local Republlean canenses pgl convens
tions. Yet [ never even henrd of the great ma-
jority of the men whose names | ses in the lists
of the ‘snap’ delegates They are the kind of
representative Republicans, 1 suppose, that Mr.
Burnes keeps hidden ordinarily nnder his polit-
leal coat-talls.™

The carrying through of the “snap” electlon
geheme of July 26 was not unattended by serious
local opposition. “The State,” the new Repub-
lican newspaper, which bezan publication here
last month, assalied most vigorously in its col-
umnsa the underhanded and arbitrary mothods
pursied by the so-called “organization™ leaders.
1t also did & valpable service in investigating the
vote cast at the alieged primary elections, aml
demonstrating that of the 10,436 Republicans In
this ofty who voted for Mr. Morton last fall for
Governor, less than 20 per coft participated in
the delegate electlons of July 26, The logality
and validity of the “snap” caucuses are, of
comrse, denied hy all ghades of antl-Platt ma-
china Republicans. It is gomewhat uncertain vet
what will be done In the way of discrediting and
repudlating the work of Mr. Burnes's cut-and-
dried conventions. If there appears to be 0 reas-
onahle probablility of obtaining an impartial
hearing at Saratoga, A contesting delegation will
undoubtadly be sent to the State Convention.
Some of the locl Republicans feel shy, however,
after last year's experience, nbout experimenting
with the tender mercies of Mr. Platt's commit-
tees on eredentiais, It I8 likely that a4 mass-
meeting of Republicans will be ealled shortly to
protest agninst the Barnes ‘snap’ elections, and
the futire course of the anti-machine leaders will
be guided largely by the character of the re-
sponse made by public opinlon to this very just
and well-founded remonstrance.

AN OUTGROWTH OF THE HOS] SYETEM

Such reckless and rulnous “leadership” as that
which Mr. Barnes ls permitted to Indulge In in
this eounty can only be taken to demonstrate the
{nnate wenkness and rapid decay of Mr. Platt's
onee formidable State machine Deputed party
management like that of Barnes s the reductio
ad absurdum of Mr. Platt's system of personal
polities. Mr. Barnes's efforts at political dicta-
tion, Hke those of an awkward and unfinighed pu-
pil, discredit the whole political school whose
principles he attempts to put in practien. As the
awner of two local newspapers, in whose success,
ar rather in whose continued publication, Mr.
Platt {8 understood to have a pecuniary Interest,
it may be that the party “boss” cannot well afford
to depose his present lieutenant here. Hut Mr,
Barnes's “leadership” for four or five years past
can scarcely commend [taelf sven to Mr Platt as
a profitable polltical {nvestment, and Its eontinua-
tion here will inevitably invite some serious re-
flections on the Tloga statesman’s reputation for
political acumer.

Mr. Barnes hae the inconvenient habit of ex-
posing in all their nakedness the purely personal
and selfish aims of the Platt £chool of paliticians,
At the last session of the Legislature no bolder
nor more persigtent lobbyist knocked at the doors
of committee rooms for personal legislation; yet
none obtained less at so great o cost of publie &x-
posure and contempt. In all his fights allke—to
rearganize the lacal police foree, to capture the
patronage of the Albany penitentiary or to sad-
die upon the State unauthorized bllls for useless
publie printing—he openly betraved the personal
motives behind his appeals, and yet was surprised
to find his drafts for Republican sympathy and
aid unhonored. Thus because he could not die-
tate all the appolntments of the Mayor, whom a
reform movement had carried Into power in 1884,
he declared war on this Hepublican offielal, and
songht to deprive him n varlous waye of the
pointive powers conferred upon him by the clty
charter. Although the clty Board of Police Com-
missionere, with the Mavor's ald, was sure to be
eontrolled by 1ts Republican members, Mr., Barnes
pushed through vne branch of the Legislature a
bill robbing the Commissioners of thelr power,
throwing the management of the local pollce Into
the hands of & new board to be chosen by the clty
Aldermen. This echems was found to contem-
plate the virtual transfer of all authority over the
Albany clty police to Mr. Barnes himself, and it
never got through the second chamber.

In seeking to ereate 8 new Board to govern the
Albany penitentiary, Mr. Barnes again pursued
his tactice of trying to oust one Republican offi-
cial or set of officials 1o muke way for appointees
af his own. Hig penitentiary bill became a law,
but It was s0 amended before passage as to make
it comparatively innocuoais

AN EVIL ALLIANCE PROFITS,

In the manlpulativn of printing contracts Mr.
Rarnes has followed the well-established marchine
custom of forming alllances, whenever conven-
ient, with political enemies. In company with
the management of “The Argus” the local Dem-
ocratle organ, he undertaok to publish a belated
journal of the proceedings of the Constltutiona]
Conventlon of 1584, the last portions appearing
gome time In the winter and spring of 18956, As
the convention itself had voted |ts disapproval
of a supposed contract for this printing, no very
substantial clalm for compensation could be ad-
vanced, Yet “The Journal” and “The Argus"
struggled In combination to get & bill through
the Legislature indemnifying them for this uses

and umauthorized work. This effort also
deservedly, after drawing a hot fire of
both within the Legisinture and with-

FOR

lpss
falled
eritieism
out,
The dangers and disadvantages of such “lead-
ership” are only too apparent, and its destructive
effect 18 perhaps more pronounced in the secret
and arbitrary direction of local party policy than
in the open promation of legislation at the Cap-
Itol. Its toleration by the State Committes may
be understood, but cannot be defended; Ite re-
pudiation by the Republican voters of Albany
County ought not to be much longer deferred,
Until an offictal declaration can be had from
the State Convention on the validity or Invalid-
ity of Mr. Barnes's “snap” primaries, nothing
wlll be done probably towacd nominating a Sen-
ator in this district, formerly the XIXth, now
the XXIX. Albany County is represented in the
present Senate by & Democrat, Amasa J, Parker,
and the district has been pretty safely Demo-
eratle for some years past  Last fall, however,
fjovernor Morton carried the county by a plural-
ity of 881, and there are gome Republicans who
think the vietory can be repeated this fall. Mr.
Barnes's recent performances, however, have
muade the outlook for Republican success here in
November decldedly dark.
il ————

EX-DISTRICT-ATTORNEY QUINEY DYING.

Buffalo, Aug. T.—Ex-District-Attorney George
Quinby, who has Leen confined In the Buffalo Btate
Hospital for nearly n year, Is In a critical condition
and his case Is pronounced hopeless. A change for
the worse set in on Sunday, and he has been fall-
ing wo rapldly that his death is only & question of
a few days, Mr. Quinby was for years one of the
brightest criminal lJawyers in Erle County and was
known as “The Little t."" About two years ago
his health n to fall, followed soon after by an
{omlutemh ‘:t Ue:t hl'lt“mt hlti faculties, whl:rhslﬂcruud

on was sent (o the State
pitel for tremtruent, :

[FUNERAL OF E. K. WRIGHT.

LARGE GATHERING IN TRINITY CHURCH.

—

IMPRESSIVE SERVICES ATTENDED BY MANT
LEADING BANKERS AND BUSINESS MEN—
BURIAL TO BE AT WRIGHT RETTLE-

MENT IN ONEIDA COUNTY.

The funeral of Ebenzer Kollogg Wright, president
of the National PPark Bank, took place yesterday
morning at Trinlty Church in the presence of &
large congregation of bankers, merchants and
prominent business men. A procession was formed
in the vestry-room by the clergy and
cholr amd moved to the maln entrance of the
church, where they met the body, which had been
prought during the morning from Monmouth
Beneh, where Mr, Wright died. As the coffin was
borne into the church Chopir's funeral march in B
flat was played, and aftorward, as the funeral
processlon moved up the central alsle to the chan-
cel, headed by the crucifer, earrying the proces-
slonal cross, the hymn “Hark, hark, my soul,” was
sung. The services of the church for the burial
of the dead were used, inclgding the committal ger=
vice. 'The opening sentences were Intoned by the
Hev. Dr. Morgan Dix, the rector of Trinity Church,
and the lesson wa# read by the Rev. T. Nevitt
Steele, asslstant minister.  After the lesson the
hymn “Thy way, not mine, O Lord,” was sung. and
then the officlating clergy and the cholr guthersd
in a elrele around the coffin for the reading of the
committal service, the cholr meanwhile singing the
purial anthem, 1 Heard a Volee from Heaven.”
At the close of the services the coffin was borne
out of the chureh, the procession moving in the
game order nx before, the choir slnging the hymn,
=) Paradize, O Paradise,” as the recessional The
assisting clergymen were the Hev. J. J. Rowen
spong and the Rev. H. P I+ F. Graban, of Trinity
Church: the Hev. Robert Morris Kemp and the
Hev, H. 5 Smith, of 8t. Panl's Chapel, Trinity
Parish; the Rev. J. H. Knowles, of St. Chyrsostom’s
Chapel, Trinity Partsh; the Rev. E. H. €, Goodwin,
of St. Cornellug's Chapel, Governor's Island, Trin=
ity Parish; the Rev. H, A, Bauman, of Trinity
Chapel, and the Rev. Mr. Bishop.

The ssrvices were choral throughout. Both the
great and chancel organs were used, Dr., A, H.
Messiter conduesing the musical portlons of the
service, asslated by F. Frutchey. The floral tributes
numbered among them many pleces of great
beauty. Omne of the bandsomest was a large stand-
ard cross and erown of white roses, lilies and red
chrysanthemums. This was sent by the officlals
and employes of the bank, who also sent & wreath
of Niles and roses, tied with purple ribbon, which
rested on the coffin. Mr. Wright's Japanese friends
also sent a large plece Jesigned as an anchor and
composed of white bloome

The principa; mourners were the widow, Lawrenos
and Beatrice Orm Wright, =on and daughter of
Afr. Wrigh:: Edward Wright and the two Misses
Wright, anl Mra, Thomas L. Watson., The palle
bearers were K. E. Poor and Stuyvesant Flsh, vices
presidents of the National Park Bank; George 8.
Hickok, cashier, and Richard Delafield, director of
the Park Bank: G. G. Willlams, president of tha
Chemical Bank: B. . Randolph and Colonel 8 V.
R. Cruger, vestrymen of Trinity Church, General
T 1. Watson, Horace White and W. A. Nash, vice-
president of the State Trust Ccnpany,

The entire Board of Directors of the National
Park Bank were present, with the exception of
i*harles Sternbach, who {g 'n Europe. They include
Joseph T. Moore, George 8 Hart, Charles Scribner,
Fedward . Hoyt, W. R. Potts, August Belmont,
Francls H. Appieton, John Jacob Astor and George

Frederick Vietor. Among the heads of departments
and othars connected with the bank present wers
Charies Baldwin, William Copeland, Willlam Do%-
ns, A, Provine, A. L. Doremus, Frank Mackay "
H. Hyram, Frederick Worth, . W, Hubbell, 'I"nd -
erick 0. Fexcroft, Charles Burke, T. P. King, Will-
fam, . Tayor, Elward Allen, Frank Edgerton and
George Allen.

Represeniatives were present from the prineipal
orgnnizations of which Mr. Wright was a member,
The New-York Chamber of Commerce, the Boelety
of Colonial Wars and the Society of the Sons of the
American Hevolution sent delegations, the latter
society belng represented by a committee, Ineludi
amang others John Wintisld Scott, John . Cal-
houn, Walter 8 Logan, Bdward P. Cove and
ward H. Hall ;

Almost every bank in the city was re resgnted,
Among thoss who attended were Frederick Wag-
rer, president of the Union Bguare Bank; J. -
warid Simmons. president of the Fourth National
Pank: It. W. Howes, who was the first president of
the Natlonal Park Bank: A, B. Hepburn, president
of the Third Natlonal Bank: W. H. Porter, viee-
pre<ident of the Chase Natlonal Bank: John Quincy
Adams, secretary of the State Trust Company:
Stuart G, Neilmon, viee-president of the Besboa
National Bank; W, W. Sherman, president of the
National Hank of Commerce: E Pulien, vice-
?rnuln:enr of the Niutiona! Bank of the Republic; A,
“ahs, vice-president, and J. Schea, cashier of tha
Union Square Hank; Presiient E.das, of the Third
Avenue Cable Road;, Willlam Scherer, manager of
the New-York (learing House, John Coster, of
Direxel, Morgan & (‘0. ex-Postmaster Cornelius
Van Cotr, Colonel F. K. Hain, H. A. ifoguet, D).
B, Hateh, Fraderick Tue{lnr, Louis Windmuiler,
nk Wagner, . T ‘lLison, Clarence Bpwen,
rge W. Quintard, M. Naumberg, Colonel A, P.
cham, Frank B Carpenter, Colonel A. 3
Palmer, 1. H. Caswel. and Henry T. Lockman.

The burial will be in the littie cemetery adioining
the homestead nt Wright Settlement, Oneida County,
Mr. Wright's birthplace

-

THE KINGSBRIDGE FRANCHISE,

1., K. BINGHAM MAKES AN ATTACK ON COUNSEle—
THE HEARING AIJOURNED.

The Railroad Committee of the Board of Alder-
men met in the Common Counel! Chamber yester-
day to hear applications of the Metropoiltan Trac-
tion Company and the Third Avenue Raflroad Come=
pany for & franchise to run cars on the Kings=
bridge route, Mr. Cozans, the lawyer representing
the Metropolitan Tractlon Company, asked for an
adjournment of the hearing for a month, saving
that the comnany which he represented would then
have an important proposition to lay before the com-
mittes,

dward Lauterbach, who spoke for the Third
Avente Rallroad Company, sald he would not op-
pose a short delay. Lawson N. Fuller =ald that the
property-owners who were interested In rapid trane
sit would like a delay of a month.

l. K. Hingham sald

“Put your foot down on this claptrap. The laws=
yers are seeking to fool your honorable Board.
They are tricksters, The franchise (s a nightmare,
and we mus: have the matter settled. 1 warn you
there 1% o nigger in the woodplle, There is more be-
neath the surface than appears above, and that is
the reason they want it adjourned.”

These significant remarks cau a sensation, be-
conuse there was talk of “boodle” when the fran-
ehlse that the Hoard gave to the Third Avenue Coms
pany was passed. The hearing was adjourned untld
next Thurmlay st 2 p. m.

e ——

THEIR EUROPEAN FISITS LIMITED,

CATHOLIC CLERGY MAY ONLY GO ABROAD ONCH
IN A DECADE WITHOUT EPECIAL
PERMISEION.

The enforcement of an old rule of the diocese of
New-York has ciused considerable disappolntment
among such members of the clergy as were about’
to take long vacations. This rule referred to Euroe
pean trips, and forbade any priest to take a trip
across the ocean without a special permission from
his superiors. He might take his vacation in any,
other direction without informing the authorities
of his intentlons, but before buylng a ticket for any,
Furopean port he must frst usk for leave, which
15 a difficult thing to get. The rule was made bes
caus¢ of the numbers of priests who took advane
tage of the Improved rapld transit to Europe, to
visit friends and relatives there, It was thought by
the suthorities that the frequency and the number
of these trips gave scandal to the falthful, as they
indicated the possession of too much lelsure and
tos much money apd wo great a fondness for
pleasure among the clergy.

The archbishops of the country came to an un-
derstanding on this point some years ago, and the
general rule lall dowsn was that a priest would
have to be ten years on the mission before a trip
to Burope would !u-..auuw-.-l.. and that once in ten
years was ofien enaugh for a visit abroad, The
pale has had Hbera! exceptions, but it has been
closely followed, and in the New-York Diocese It
recetved o sterner application this year than usual,
The favor of golng and coming by the same steamer

was refused to many. The sickly were recom-
mended 1o try !hnl.oea. the Adirondacks, or the
seaconst. Few New-York priests are in Europe
this year in consegquence.

The clergy consider the rule too strict on account

of the liar conditions, There are
in the country, and fully one-third were mﬂﬂ:
Kurope, where their parents and relatives stlll live,
and these clerica think in only proper that
should be allowed to visit oftener tmm in ten
ears, to which objectlon a cynleal op is sald
o have anawered: “Let thelr reiatives visit the
United States, sinee no rule hinders them.”
Only twa Catholle ors of thin clity
grmm abroad—the lm Dr. M , of
‘ross parish, and the Rev. Edward McGinley,
Bt &oou Church, Both are bome
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